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	What? (Key Knowledge)

	Hinduism

	 Hinduism is one of the world’s major religions. It is the world’s 3rd largest religion, with about 1.1 billion followers. It is around 5,000 years old. 
Hindus are the people who follow Hinduism. It is a very complex religion that is followed by different people in different ways. 
Many gods are worshipped in Hinduism. All of these different Gods are believed to be a part of the supreme God named ‘Brahman.’ 
Hindus believe in karma and reincarnation – that when you die you are reborn as something else. 
Hinduism does not have one holy book, but several sacred texts. Mandirs are Hindu worship buildings.
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	[bookmark: _GoBack]Brahman and the Gods

	-Hindus believe in one supreme God called Brahman. He can be found in everyone and everything, including the other Gods. 
-Some of the important other Gods include ‘Brahma’ (the creator), ‘Shiva’, (the destroyer) and ‘Vishnu’ (the protector). These three together form the ‘Trimurti’ (trinity).
-Other gods include Ganesh (remover of obstacles), Hanuman (the monkey God), Lakshmi (the Goddess of wealth and good fortune, and Vishnu (the God who preserves life and stands up to evil).
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Answers to Important Questions and Key Vocabulary

“Many Hindus worship at home i their own shrine —
this could be anything from a room, an aitar, or

ol picture o totues. Key Vocabulary
“The Hindu bulding for commundl worhip s called @
Mandir (Hindu temrple). The temples are dedicated Hindu
to Giferert gods ond are the focus ofreligious e
At Mordin, Hindu people otenrecte the names of | Brahman
Gods and Goddeses They aso ffer woter, it and
Howen t the Gor. arma
“There are many diflerert types of haly tetsin
Hindum. Perhaps the most socred are called the | Reincarntion
Vedas. The Vedas guide people in their daily lives.
They are writen nto the Sanshrt languoge. Brehma
~About 15% of the world's population are Hindus.
ncha b the mast Hincs by for - about 1 bilion Shiva
Indian are Hinds - this  around 80% of all Indiars.
Where do most ~However, Nepal has the ighest propartion of Vihr
Hindus live in Hindus — about 83% of its population are Hindus.
theworld? There are i lofs of Hinds in Banglacesh, v
Indonesi, Moy, Pafistan and S Lark.
“Most of the populus countrie i the werld ontain
'@ population o Hindu people Dewal
“There are many, many different forms of incsm,
as different types have developed over the thousands. Dhoti
How many of yearsince it wes founded.
aferent types “There re four mai forms - Vashnavsm, Shaivkm, Sari
of Hindus are Shabtisn and Smrtism. These four types can be
there? rahen down mar more mes! River Ganges

~Although they have small differences, each of the
different forms follows the same rough principles.





